
  

  

 
 

What’s going on? 
The England football team have had great success in the ongoing European Championships football tournament and manager Gareth Southgate believes that 
the positivity surrounding the tournament could benefit the team and fans for many years to come. A 4-0 win against Ukraine in Rome on Saturday, in the 
quarter final, sent England through to the last four. They now return to Wembley to face Denmark this week for the semi-finals. If they win, it will see them 
reach the final of a major tournament for the first time since winning the 1966 World Cup! 

 

Question: 
What can we learn from football? 

Listen, think, share 
• Look at the poster image and talk about what we can see. Do we know what football tournament is running at the moment? The European Championships 

football tournament, or the Euros as they are more commonly known. Have we watched any of the matches? Have we been following the progress of 
England and/or any of the other teams playing? Talk about how passionate some people become during football tournaments and in support of their 
team.  

• Have you heard the song ‘Three Lions’ with the lyrics, ‘football’s coming home’? Have we heard this being sung at any recent matches?  What do we 
think is meant by this phrase? This actually originally referred to the fact that when the song came out, England was hosting its first major tournament 
since the 1966 World Cup, but now it is a reference of hope to England winning and bringing home the trophy. Also, according to FIFA, football as we 
know it today was actually invented in England in 1863, so the feeling is it's coming back to where it was born. Can we think of any other times when 
songs have brought us together? Talk about how we feel when we sing with others. 

• Read through the extract from England Manager Gareth Southgate’s ‘Dear England’ letter found on the resource. Why do you think Gareth decided to 
write the letter? What do you think is the most important message? Think about what we can learn from football in general, from the players, their 
manager and each other during tournaments like the Euros. 

• Watch the useful video (link below). Talk about the emotions that people felt when they were watching the match. Have you ever felt strong emotions 
when watching an event or sport?  

 

Reflection 
Football can evoke a range of feelings. Players, manager and the games themselves can unite people through shared pride, joy and even sadness. Through the 
sport, we can learn courage, resilience and teamwork. 
 
 
 

Web Links 
Useful video – English football fans celebrating recent successes 
www.bbc.co.uk/sport/football/57718200 
Dear England…Gareth Southgate’s letter in full 
www.theplayerstribune.com/posts/dear-england-gareth-southgate-euros-soccer 
Three Lions lyrics explained 
www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/44736620  


